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(54) Butt pad made of composite material for firearms 


(57) - The invention concerns a butt pad f orthe stock 
of an individual firearm held against the shoulder, such 
as a shotgun, a sporting firearm, a military firearm, 
whether smoothbore or rifled which is made up of an 
external sheath or housing (12) elastically variable in 
shape consequent to pressure applied externally, by an 


internal high viscosity element (13), hermetically en- 
closed in the external sheath (12) and used to absorb 
and dispel the recoil energy, and a semi-rigid base and 
support element (14); integral with the external sheath 
housing and having a device (15) for a removable an- 
chorage of the butt pad to the stock. 
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Description 

Field of the invention 

[0001] The present invention concerns the shotgun, 
shooting, military etc., sector in general and refers in 
particular to a butt pad for these firearms. 

Background 

[0002] Firearms usually have a wooden stock with a 
so-called butt pad fitted to the bottom as protection 
against the stock cracking when the firearm is stood up 
or to rest against the shoulder of the shooter when the 
firearm is being used. Butt pads are usually made out 
of a single homogenous material, generally rubbery, 
comparatively elastic and soft, honeycombed or non- 
honeycombed, to fit the shoulder of the shooter and to 
soften the blow from the recoil received from the firearm 
following firing. 

[0003] In a firearm free to recoil, in order to reach the 
desired muzzle velocity, the acceleration of the propel- 
ling charge is always generated at the expense of an 
acceleration in the opposite direction of the firearm itself 
or recoil "mass". 

[0004] In particular, in an individual firearm, such as 
a rifled or smoothbore shotgun assumed free to retract, 
the quantity of motion M * V conventionally acquired by 
said firearm at the moment the charge exits the muzzle 
of the barrel, is equal in value and opposite in sign com- 
pared to the quantity of motion m *v of the load, where 
the symbols M, V, m, v, indicate respectively the mass 
and the velocity of the firearm and the load. A corre- 
sponding amount of Kinetic energy is associated with 
the recoil velocity of the firearm, energy where the shoul- 
der of the shooter the stock and relative butt pad of the 
firearm usually rests against, will be called on to contrast 
and annul by undertaking an action of resistance. 
[0005] This work and consequently the force the 
shoulder exerts in order to slow down and then stop the 
retrograde motion of the firearm will, due to the consid- 
erations given above regarding the quantity of motion, 
be greater in proportion to the value of the mass and the 
velocity of the propelling charge and less in proportion 
to the mass of the firearm. 

[0006] Techniques today enable arms to be manufac- 
tured that tend to be lighter but nevertheless reliable and 
at the same time there has been a progressive increase, 
for example in shotgun cartridges available on the mar- 
ket, in the quantity of the mass of the maximum propel- 
ling load. All this has made the problem of the "recoil" 
action of a shotgun against the shoulder more serious. 
[0007] In the attempt to decrease the force against the 
shoulder and the consequent inconvenience suffered by 
the shooter, various solutions have been devised over 
the years as regards to butt pads for shotguns and/or 
sporting guns. 

[0008] For example, in the so-called "honeycombed" 


type of rubber butt pads, attempts have been made to 
optimise the structure of the butt pad so as to make it 
"selectively" more pliable according to the axis of the 
firearm, maintaining at the same time good lateral sta- 
5 bility. This effect is achieved by carefully studying the 
position and shape of the "empty" and "solid" sections 
of the butt pad itself. 

[0009] These types of butt pad, although having the 
advantage of being more pliable and therefore having a 
10 longer"stroke" in opposition to the motion of the firearm, 
have, because of this, an increased relative motion be- 
tween the stock and the face of the shooter in that he 
rests his cheek on it and this can be troublesome or even 
cause microtraumas. 

[0010] Furthermore these types of butt pads, because 
of the way in which they are constructed, which implies 
irremovable and unacceptable moulding faults on the 
side surfaces of the same, must be fitted to the profile 
of the stock on which it is assembled with consequent 
increase in costs and loss of possibility to interchange. 
[0011] In other types of butt pad, other soft materials 
with particular characteristics favouring absorption were 
used. Even in this case, however, the inconvenience of 
having to support "rubbing" of the stock against the 
cheek remains. In general these materials, having mod- 
est mechanical resistance characteristics, are easily 
damaged and suffer from wear that shortens their 
lifespan. There are examples where the dissipation of 
recoil energy is achieved by shock absorbers (operating 
hydraulically, with springs, with elastomers, by friction) 
inserted in the stock and connected to the butt pad using 
an actuator head. In this way, the desired effect is 
achieved through a force counteracting the recoil motion 
and the relative passive dissipation associated with the 
relative motion between stock and butt pad. 
[0012] These butt pads, although usually character- 
ised by good efficiency, do however, as can easily be 
imagined, present manufacturing complications of a 
mechanical nature, and are also more expensive. 

Aims and Disclosures of the Invention 

[0013] Given the above the aim of the present inven- 
tion is to supply a butt pad having a new conception so 
as to reduce the discomfort deriving from recoil following 
firing of an individual firearm held against the shoulder. 
[001 4] Another aim of the invention is to submit a spe- 
cific method of fixing the butt pad to the stock, so as to 
take full advantage of the characteristics of the new butt 
pad. 

[0015] From observing the technical components in 
the field of sporting goods, the use of materials having 
particular properties so as to protect the bone and mus- 
cle structure involved in the sporting activity in question, 
is well known. 

[0016] Usually these materials are characterised by 
high energy absorption achieved by internal dissipation 
(viscous effect) and are used in combination with other 
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materials, generally having a retaining function, in order 
to lessen the repeated impulsive stress deriving from the 
sport practised, otherwise often responsible for known 
pathologies. 

[0017] This is the case, for example, of the soles of 
shoes for jogging where, inside the sole itself which acts 
as a retainer, there is a gel cushion, or bicycle saddles 
where, in the same way, this material is placed inside 
the saddle in line with the perineal zone. 
[0018] The function of these materials is to deform, 
due to external actions, so that: 

• Part of the energy due to the impulsive stress (or 
impact) is absorbed; this energy will then be dissi- 
pated by the material due to its internal resistance 
(viscosity); 

• The impact stress is spread as uniformly as possi- 
ble over the anatomic part in question (for example 
the arch of the foot, the shoulder); this effect is 
achieved, during the shock absorbing action, by hy- 
drostatic distribution of the pressure inside the 
housing. 

The abovementioned aims of the invention are 
achieved, in line with the concepts based on some of 
the technical components already mentioned, in a com- 
posite structured butt pad which includes an elastically 
variable shaped external sheath, a high viscosity ele- 
ment housed in said sheath and congruent with the var- 
iations in shape of the latter, and a base element and 
semi-rigid support attached to the sheath and designed 
for fitting the butt pad to the stock of a firearm. 

Brief description of the drawings 

[001 9] The details of the invention will become clearer 
from the descriptions made in reference to the enclosed 
drawings, whereby: 

Fig.1 is a view of a butt pad applied to a stock; 
Fig. 2 is a cross section of the butt pad in Fig.1 ; 
Fig.3 is a similar cross section of the butt pad in one 
of its different variations; 

Fig.4 shows on the base element for fixing the butt 
pad in position 

Fig.5 Is an exploded view of the components of the 
base element in Fig.4 

Figs. 6 and 7 show the relative locking and unlock- 
ing positions of the butt pad. 

Fig.1 is an overall view of a butt pad 1 0 fixed to a stock 
1 1 of a firearm. The butt pad 1 0 is made up essentially 
of three components: an external sheath or container 
1 2; an internal element 1 3 housed in the sheath 1 2; and 
a base and support element 14 equipped with a device 
15 for fixing the butt pad to the stock 11 . 
[0020] The function of the external sheath 12 is to con- 
tain the internal element 13 and to transfer the stress 


4 

deriving from the use of the firearm. It can be made for 
example out of a polyurethane TPE material or a mate- 
rial which is elastically deformable. 
[0021 ] The function of the internal element 1 3, which 
5 can be either in one section or divided into several parts, 
is to absorb the impulsive Kinetic energy congruent with 
the use of the firearm. It can be made, for example, from 
a silicone gel or from a high viscosity material able to 
adapt to the shapes of the sheath, when the latter is 
10 compressed. 

[0022] The base and support element 14 is attached 
to the external sheath, integral or integrated with the lat- 
ter -Figs. 2,3- and is used to provide a removable and 
interchangeable attachment of the butt pad 10 to the 
is stock 11 . This element 14 can be a semi-rigid material 
such as , for example TP polyurethane. 
[0023] The function of the butt pad once applied to the 
stock of a firearm is intuitive. 

[0024] At the moment of shooting, the firearm moves 
back towards the shoulder thrust by the pressure of the 
gas in the cartridge chamber. Shortly after the load has 
left the muzzle of the barrel, the firearm, which in the 
meantime has moved backwards a few millimetres, 
reaches its maximum velocity and the butt pad begins 
to press against the shoulder. Gradually as the reaction 
force of the shoulder increases, there is a progressive 
crushing of the butt pad with consequent compression 
of the absorbent material it contains. The result 
achieved is an enlargement of the support base of the 
butt pad in contact with the shoulder fitting to the ana- 
tomic shape of the shooter, decrease in the absolute 
pressure and a hydrostatic distribution of the force ( in- 
crease in pressure distribution uniformity). 
[0025] The butt pad is interchangeable and easy to 
replace on the stock thanks to the particular means of 
fixing 15, which is an integral part of the invention. 
[0026] When fixing a butt pad to a stock, it is common 
practice to use a couple of tap screws for wood to be 
inserted into the body of the butt pad through two holes 
made in the surface resting against the shoulder and at 
the same distance from the axis of the stock. This solu- 
tion, suitable where the butt pad is made of an homog- 
enous material, is not suitable for the composite butt pad 
in the invention, in that the holes for the screws would 
create discontinuity in the sheath or housing 1 2 with the 
danger of the viscous element 13 leaking out. 
[0027] In order to be able to rapidly assemble/disas- 
semble and overcome the aforementioned problem, the 
housing sheath encloses a completely leakproof cham- 
ber for the viscous element 13. The sheath is moulded 
separately from the base element. Sheath and base el- 
ement are then assembled together - Figs. 2 and 3, and 
after the viscous element has been inserted, they are 
sealed using a seal which makes them inseparable. 
[0028] As said above, the traditional system of holding 
the butt pad in place using tap screws is no longer suit- 
able and in agreement with the invention it is replaced 
by a device 1 5 which enables it to be fixed to the stock 
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avoiding having to make any holes in the butt pad which 
would otherwise be necessary for the screws. 
[0029] This device consists of two anchoring bush- 
ings 16 to be fixed to the bottom of the stock each with 
a peripheral groove 16', and a lock/release spring 17 
placed in the semi-rigid base 14 of the butt pad 10 with 
the function of engaging said bushings. 
[0030] In this way, the semi-rigid base 14 is made up 
of -Fig. 5- two complementary superimposed parts 14a f 
14b which both have two dead holes 18 to receive the 
bushings 1 6 fixed to the stock and which between them, 
in a direction at a tangent to the dead holes, from the 
sides opposite to the latter, enclose, for example, two 
grooves 19 with a circular cross-section, housing the 
lock/release spring 17. AS shown, this spring has two 
longitudinal arms 17', which are inserted in these 
grooves 1 9 so as to engage in the peripheral groove 1 6' 
of the anchoring bushings 1 6 and a transversal part 1 7", 
which connects the two arms 1 7" and which acts as a 
grip for the movements of the spring 1 7 between the two 
opposite positions: one being the butt pad locked and 
the other the butt pad released positions as can be seen 
in Figs. 6 and 7, respectively. For these movements, 
spring 1 7 can be accessed through an opening 20 in the 
semi-rigid base of the butt pad on a level with the trans- 
versal grip section 17". 


(14) is a semi-rigid polyurethane material. 

3. Butt pad according to claim 1 , where the external 
sheath or housing (12) encloses an hermetic cham- 
ber containing the internal element (13), and where 
the base or support element (14) is applied and 
fixed to the sheath or housing. 

4. Butt pad according to claim 1 , where the external 
sheath or housing (12) and the base or support el- 
ement (14) are integrated to jointly enclose an her- 
metic chamber containing the internal element (1 3). 

5. Butt pad according to claim 1 and any of the claims 
from 2 to 4, where the fixing device (15) is made up 
of two anchoring bushings (16) to fix to the stock 
and made to house the base or support element 
(14) in corresponding dead holes (1 8) provided and 
a lock/release spring (17) inserted in this base or 
support element and interacting with said anchoring 
bushings (16), said spring moving between the lock 
and release positions in a direction perpendicular 
to said bushings. 


Claims 

30 

1 . Butt pad for the stock of an individual firearm held 
against the shoulder, such as a shotgun, a sporting 
firearm, a military firearm, whether smoothbore or 
rifled, characterised by the fact that, in order to less- 
en the recoil effect of the firearm by dispelling the 35 
recoil energy on firing the ammunition, it includes: 

an external sheath or housing (12) elastically 
variable in shape consequent to pressure ap- 
plied externally and due to transfer of the recoil 40 
energy towards the internal of the sheath or 
housing; 

an internal high viscosity element (1 3), hermet- 
ically enclosed in the external sheath or hous- 
ing ( 1 2) and used to absorb and dispel the recoil 45 
energy transferred through said external 
sheath and to allow a morphological adaptation 
of the butt pad and a uniform distribution of the 
pressure to the supporting shoulder; and 
a semi-rigid base and support element (1 4), in- so 
tegral with the external sheath or housing and 
having a device (15) for a removable anchor- 
age of the butt pad to the stock. 

2. Butt pad according to claim 1 , where the external 55 
sheath or housing (12) is made of a flexible morbid 
polyurethan material, the high viscosity internal el- 
ement (1 3) is a gel and the base or support element 
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